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International Visiting Fellowships 2026-27

Centre for Protecting Women Online 
 
About the Centre 
 
The Centre for Protecting Women Online was funded by Research England in 2024. It serves as a vehicle for understanding and addressing challenges posed to women’s online safety through a novel, interdisciplinary and ambitious research agenda. This is combined with cross-sectoral, collaborative outputs and interventions which inform law, policy, technology development and practice to reduce online harms suffered by women and girls; minimise anti-social behaviours online whilst promoting pro-social behaviours and help build tech/ software that helps ensure accountability, credibility and helps facilitate justice. The Centre is led by Professor Olga Jurasz, Professor of Law. Work of the Centre is delivered through five interwoven Work Streams:  Law & Policy, Human Behaviour, The Future of Responsible Tech, Ethical and Responsible Tech/AI and Policing.  

E3 funding 
 
Research England’s Expanding Excellence in England (E3) grant is a capacity building fund that will help us set up the Centre and fund core academic and professional services staff. We’re actively seeking research funding to develop our research activities. We’ve teamed up with nearly 30 organisations to help us achieve our core objectives.  
You can find testimonials from our previous fellows here.
 

About the Scheme

The Centre for Protecting Women Online offers Visiting Fellowships for researchers based outside of the UK. The aim of the Visiting Fellowship is to enable researchers to spend dedicated time at the Centre focusing on a research project and/or research and impact activities falling within the thematic remit of the Centre. Fellows will have an opportunity to co-create projects and outputs with academics based at the Centre as well as with Centre’s local, national and international partners (depending on the scope of research undertaken). Fellows will have an opportunity to present their research at a dedicated Centre event and to connect with Centre’s extensive networks. 
For early career researchers, the Centre will offer the Fellow research mentorship and an assigned mentor for the duration of the Fellowship. 
We welcome applications from researchers at all stages of their research career but also those based outside academia (e.g. in civil society organisations, research institutions, think tanks etc.). For non-academic applications, we also offer Innovation and Industry Fellowships. If you’re unsure which Fellowship scheme is most suitable for your circumstances, please get in touch with us via protecting-women-online@open.ac.uk and we would be happy to explore these options with you. 

Responsibilities of Visiting Fellows
We expect Fellows to engage in academic and public engagement activities carried out at the Centre and to contribute to the Centre’s research culture. Fellows will be asked to contribute to a seminar / research event during the fellowship and to deliver agreed outputs arising from their fellowship. 

Residential and virtual fellowships
The Fellowships are offered on a residential and virtual basis – please indicate which scheme you are applying under [question 7 in the application form below].
For residential fellowships, we will cover the Fellow’s travel and accommodation expenses for the duration of stay in the UK where these cannot be covered by the Fellow’s host institution. Residential Fellowships can take a minimum of 4 weeks and a maximum of 12 weeks. Round 2 fellowships will be offered from October 2026.




Application form – International Visiting Fellowship 2026-27
Centre for Protecting Women Online 

Round 1 Deadline 31st May 2026
Decisions to be communicated by the end of June 2026

Name: 
Surname: 
Affiliation/Organisation: 
Link to personal website/LinkedIn (if available):

	1. Describe your research area and its relevance to the Centre for Protecting Women Online (200 words max.)

	




	2. What would the Fellowship mean to you? What would it offer in terms of your own development / development of your research?  

	






	3. What project and research activities would you like to pursue as part of your Fellowship?

	




	4. Which work streams in the Centre would like to collaborate with? [We encourage cross-disciplinary approaches to research in the Centre. Cross-stream collaboration is not a prerequisite for a successful application, but it is helpful for us to know for planning purposes.]

	




	5. What would be the outputs of your fellowship? Please note that these do not have to be completed by the end of your fellowship but delivered by the end of 2027. These can include more traditional academic outputs (book chapters, articles, working papers) but also other creative outputs (toolkits, podcasts, AV assets etc.).

	




	6. Please suggest the dates for your Fellowship [Fellowships can take between 4 and 12 weeks]:

	




	7. Are you applying for a virtual or residential fellowship?
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